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OLD-TIME VERMONT CHRISTMAS 
by Robert Thurston 


It. vanished with the horse and 
buggy--this kind of Christmas 
-but it left eternal memories. 


Christmas in old Vermont} 
What a gay and carefree time 
it must have been, with its 
snow-covered, rambling farms 
and villages nestled among the 
foothills of the Green 
Mountains. Christmas--a time 
for baking, polishing, sweep- 
ing and dusting the farm house 
from top to bottom, trading at 
Uncle John's General Store, 
and of prayers and praise ris- 
ing from all the little white 
churches all over the state, 
of the face of Parson Brown, 
your own particular minister, 
looking down upon you, while 
you sit freezing in the high- 
backed compartments. 

Two weeks before Christmas 
the team was hitched to the 
sleigh and the family drove to 
town=-about six miles away. 
You can't imagine what a trip 
this was unless you've really 
ridden in an open sleigh. The 
bitter wind sharpens your nose 
to a fine point and stings 
your cheeks to apple color. 
Instead of today's car heater, 
the buffalo robe or a gay 
plaid blanket, tucked in ex- 
pertly at the sides, kept your 
legs warm. 

You did your trading at old 
Uncle John's General Store 
while father visited with the 
other men about the old pot- 
bellied stove glowing red in 
the dark interior of the 
store. (Continued on page 2) 


CASTLETON TEACHERS COLLEGE, Castleton, Vermont 


FIFTY=TWO VOICES 


Christmas celebrations at 
Castleton started with the 
Cantata, "The Child of Bethle- 
hem", which was presented by 
the Mixed Chorus and Women's 
Glee Club under the direction 
of Miss Markham. Many long 
hours had been spent inprepar- 
ation for the Cantata and the 
results were excellent. It was 
very well done, and enjoyed by 
all who attended. This was the 
first program of this type to 
be presented at Castleton. 

PROGRAM 
The Christmas Bell —- Mixed 
Chorus 
On Thee We Wait =- Solo by Jack 
Cross 
The Holy Night -Women's Chorus 
There Were Sheperds - Men's 
Chorus 
The Glory Song = Duet by Kay 
Gaylord and Joanne Gould 
Even Unto Bethlehem - Solo by 
Gordon Merritt 
The Star in the Eastern Sky - 
Solo by Beatrice White 
Who Is He = Duet by Alden At- 
wood and Hugh Goldsmith 
He Shall Reign = Mixed Chorus 
and Solo by Walter Bartlett 
Tell the Glad Tidings -Solo by 
Colleen Shufeldt 
Thy Light Is Come - Hugh Gold- 
smith - Mixed Chorus 
Cantique de Noel - Solo by Ann 
Fitzgerald with a double quar- 
tet consisting ofJanice Partch, 
Irma Silvi, Colleen Shufeldt, 
Hugh Goldsmith, GordonMerritt, 
Harold Feiner and Walter Bart- 
lett 
O Come All Ye Faithful -mtire 
Chorus 


December 1952 


MISS FLETCHER ENTERTAINS 


On December 3, Miss Susan 
Fletcher presented to an en- 
thusiastic audience the second 
program of our entertainment 
series. 

Through a very interesting 
and varied program of life 
sketches, Miss Fletcher gave 
proof of her unusual artistry. 
With very little help from the 
use of properties or change of 
costume, she introduced us to 
characters of wide range in 
personality, language back- 
ground, social position and 
economic status. An equally 
wide variety of human emotion 
was depicted; from broad humor 
to subtle pathos, from light 
comedy to deep drama, Miss 
Fletcher was uniformly suc- 
cessful inher delineations, 

The "one-woman theater" 
from Montreal started her ca- 
reer of acting at the age of 
three and since then she has 
done outstanding work in the 
movies, stage, and in writing 
dramas for television and for 
her own use. 

After her program Miss 
Fletcher was heard to remark 


that she was convinced that 
entertainment should also be 
educational. Surely her audi- 


ence would agree heartily with 
her. 


RECESS 


Christmas vacation begins 
December 19. Classes resume 
January 5,1953. First semester 
ends January 22, 
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OLD-TIME VERMONT CHRISTMAS 
(Continued from page 1) 


That store of Uncle John's was 
a place of sheer magic for the 
Christmas shoppers. Bolts of 
cloth on the shelves, bunches 
of bananas hanging from the 
ancient rafters of thestore, 
barrels of crackers, big bins 
of spices, teas and coffees, 
harness gear, grease and horse 
medicine as well as medicine 
for the entire family from 
castor oil to mustard plasters, 
rubber boots, lanterns and 
farm tools. All these and 
many more items mingled their 
fragrance together. 

A mysterious box was picked 
up at the Railroad Station. 
That must be the package old 
Sam Murray, a friend of fa- 
.ther's, sends every year. 
Then, back at the house, pack- 
ages light and heavy were 
locked in the ice-cold hall 
closet to await The Day. 

With Christmas afew days 
away, the baking, sweeping and 
dusting began, and the rose- 
carved horsehair furniture got 
a special, loving pat when the 
parlor was opened up, as it is 
on all special occasions. An 
extra load of wood was split, 
and father kept an appointment 
with the fattest turkey, out 
behind the barn. Ham and bacon 
were taken from the smokehouse 
and fresh butter was churned. 

Everyone was a-flutter when 
Aunt Mary and Uncle Wesley 
came from the big cityto spend 
Christmas with us. After sup- 
per we all went to the little 
stone church where a child- 
rents Christmas program was 
held, complete with its pop- 
corn balls, candy, presents and 
St. Nick himself to welcome 
all. 

Back home again, the Christ- 
mas tree candles were lighted. 
Their soft radience made every- 
thing look wonderful. When the 
family had gathered all around 
him, Father took down the old 
family Bible, now rapidly fall- 
ing apart with age, and read 
the Christmas story from St. 
Matthew and St. Luke as only 


NEW OFFICERS 


Freshman Class: 

President - Robert Thurston 
Vice Pres. - Hugh Goldsmith 
Secretary - Mary Backus 
Treasurer - Dorothy Bragg 
Rep. at Large - Mary Coombs 
Leavonworth Hall 

President. — Allene Denny 
Vice Pres, - Regena Rushton 
Secretary - Hope Trombley 
Treasurer - Eleanor Fitzgerald 


a father could do. 

Then the awaited moment 
arrived, and the gifts were 
investigated: gaily decorated 
sleds for Tommy and me, dolls 
for Kathy and Ann, and blocks 
for little Jimmy. Father was 
presented with a beautifully 
carved pipe and mother a new 
shawl, and, once Uncle Wesley 
and Aunt Mary were presented 
with a new leather traveling 
bag shipped all the way from 
Boston. 

The parlor stove was filled 
for the night; then we child- 
ren, much to our distaste,were 
piled into our cold beds up 
underneath the old wooden raft- 
erse 

Early Christmas morning 
everyone set out for Sunday 
worship service, After church 
Pastor Brown and his family 
came for dinner. What a din- 
ner it was, too, with turkey, 
ham, goose, and all the fix- 
ings, three kinds of breads, a 
dozen kinds of vegetables and 
six kinds of pie for dessert, 

In the evening, everyone 
enjoyed the lantern’ slides 
(which zenerally turned out up- 
side down and made fatherts 
blood pressure go sky high, 
and then some. 

Time passed, and all too 
soon the moment came for the 
relatives from the city to 
leave us. The whole family 
piled into the sleigh and rode 
to the Railroad Station where 
old No. 4, the pride of the 
Rutland Railroad, was always 
on time, 

This is how a real, old- 
fashioned Thanks-to-God Christ- 
mas was observed in old Ver- 
monte 


FACULTY NEWS 


President Carr attended the 
New England Associationof Col=- 
lege and Secondary Schools at 
Hotel Statler in Boston on 
December 12. He looked into 
the possibilities of accredit- 
ation of Castleton and will 
discuss the matter with the 
student body at the next ad- 
ministrative assembly. 


On January 2 and 3, Presi- 
dent Carr and Dr. Vannatter 
Will attend the Northeastern 


Regional Meeting of the Nation- 
al Commission on Teacher Ed- 
ucation and Professional Stan- 
dards at Hotel New Yorker in 
New York City. 

Dean Black attended a com- 
mittee meetins to help plan a 
faculty-student conference pro- 
gram for the spring meeting of 
the Eastern States Association 
for the Professional Schools 
for Teachers. The Conference 
will be held March 26, 27, 28. 

She also attended the Ver- 
mont State Employees meeting 
in Montpelier, Dean Black will 
spend the Christmas vacation 
in Warren, Rhode Island. 

Mr. Sleeman gave a_ talk to 
the Fair Haven Teachers Club 
and to the Castleton Teachers 
Club on the use of audio- 
visual aids in the classroom 
during the first week of Dec- 
ember. He also visited ele- 
mentary school teachers who 
are making minature motors, 
terrariums, aquariums, con- 
stellation charts, and col- 
lections of geological speci- 
menSe 

Dr. Seigl gave a tea for her 
advisees at her home onDec.e 9. 

Mr. Mosher attended the Vt. 
State Employees meeting in 
Montpelier with Dean Black and 
Mr. Wright on December 15. 

Mr. Howes attended the meet- 
ing in Boston of the New Eng- 
land Speech Association, where 
he acted as chairman of one of 
the workshop groupse He and 
Mrs. Howes are planning to 
spend the Christmas holidays 
in Connecticut. 

(Continued on page 4) 


AN SVENING WITH SANTA 


Santa cocked one eyebrow as 
he picked up the paper and pen 
cil. It was December 19 and he 
decided it was time he finish- 
ed making out his Christmas 
list. Let's see where did he 
- leave off,hmm,Castleton Teach- 
ers College. 

Santa had completed the whole 
list except for this one place, 
For some strange reason he had 
kept putting it off. It was so 
hard to tell what those crazy 
college students would want in 
their stockines. 

First he thought hetd better 
install a drainaze system for 
third floor north corridor so 
that they wouldn't have to 
spend all night mopping up the 
corridor after a water fight. 
The girls have been complain- 
ing of wet feet. 

A jump rope would do fine 
for Bob Nolan as heis_ so 
skillful in "skipping." Bill 
Carey and Grant Villemaire 
need hand lotion for those 
dishpan hands. 

Margo Prentiss would love 
a set of pencils to aid her in 
all those letters she writes. 
For Pat Riggie he'd find some 
Navy paper dolls, because it's 
so nice to have a man around 
the house. 

He guessed Tommy Alberico 
would like that new book on 
"Working Wives"; Tom's fame in 
Family Relations has reached 
the North Pole. Yes, and Larry 
Foster would like a new pair 
of pajamas so his mother won't 
question him about the missing 
pairs 

Betty Morrison would like a 
"beau nook" inLeavenworth Hall 


like the ones at Ellis Hall. 
Jerry Lovell would  likea 
yearts supply of mascara for 


her "eyes", For Mary Murray 
he'd better send"Fat Boy home 
for Christmas. Guess he'd bet- 
ter give Janet Carr ten shares 
in Community Resources Ince. 
Here Santa came to the names 
of Bea White and Harold Boyden. 
Santa didn't think that they 
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FESTIV® HOLIDAY SEASON 


Ellis Hall 

Ellis Hall girls had their 
annual party on Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 16, It began at 10:15 and 
included exchange of gifts and 
refreshments. 

The lounge was attractive- 
ly decorated for the occa- 
sion with a tree and a manger 
scene. A warm fire crackled 
on the hearth, and in closing 
the girls gathered around it 
for a carol sing. 


Leavenworth Hall 

The girls at Leavenworth 
Hall had their house party on 
Monday night. A program was 
planned which incleded an ex- 
change of gifts. The lobby 
was decorated with Christmas 
bells, and a small table tree, 


Yule Log 
The traditional Yule Log 
ceremony was held in the Li- 


brary on Wednesday just before 
the Christmas Banquet. The 
Pages were Velta Leonard and 
Dotty Brage. The merry Jesters 
were Joe Kasprzak and Gilbert 
Billings. Bea White and Al 
Atwood were the Mistress and 
Master of the House who greet- 
ed us at the door. Al Atwood 
sang the traditional song. The 
Yule loggers were Fluff Yates 
and Colleen Shufeldt. 


Christmas Banquet 

The Christmas Banquet was a 
beautiful and happy time. The 
dining room was so attractive- 
ly decorated that each parti- 
cipant at the meal felt the 
Christmas spirit a _ little 
nearer to them than before. 


needed Christmas presents as 
they were both getting married 
and that was present enouzhe 
Santa couldn't keep his eyes 
open any longer, so he put his 
feet up on the hearth and went 
sound asleep. Let's hope he 


wakes up before Christmas Eve. 
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A BIT OF CHRISTMAS 


I feel it in the air as I walk 
along the road, 
I see it in the smiles of the 
people that I meet, 
I feel it in the Handclasp of 
the manyfriends I hail. 
A little urchin stops to help 
his grandpa cross the street, 
The old man smiles and takes 
his little hand. 
The driver of the downtown bus 
has found 
A special kindly word to ereet 
each patron with. 

The clerk behind the counter, 
Though her feet areaching bad- 
ly, 
Finds a bricht and warming 
glance, as she waits upon 
The last fewstraggling custom 
ers 

Before the door is closed, 

Yes,it steals in all around us 
and takes us by surprise. 

We can't deny its presence, 
Though some may try quite hard. 
It is the warmth of Christmas 

Anc the hope of the New Year. 


Ann Morrill 54 


WHAT IF: 
Betty were a Chair instead of 
a Longe. 
Harold were a Girlden instead 
of a Boyden. 


The singing of carols after- 


ward was in keeping with the 
Castleton tradition. 

The gay wassailers trouped 
about the campus on the night 
of the eighteenth’ singing 
their joyous carols. When the 


Carolers completed their mis- 
sion of gaiety, the spirited 
celebration moved into the Re- 
creation Center for the cul- 
mination of the merry making, 
the Family Tree. That's what 
Christmas should be--- the re- 
joicing of the big happy fami- 
ly of the Christian worlds; and 
Christmas should be celebrated 
the year around with good will, 
brotherhood, and love for one 


anothe 
y,, an ther, 
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FACULTY NEWS 
(Continued from page 2) 


Miss Hale will be in Athol, 
Mass. during this vacation. 

Miss Markham is going to New 
York for Christmase 

Mr. Wright attended the Ver- 
mont State Employees meeting 
in Montpelier. This concerns 
new pay allotments for 3,000 
State employees. 

Dr. Vannatter is attending 
the meeting at Hotel New York- 
er with President Carr and is 
interested in two topics to be 
presented there, the content 
of Educational coursesand pre- 
student-teaching experiences 
for students. 

Today, he will leave 
Michigan where he will 
the Christmas holidays. 


for 
spend 


Miss Kelly attended the Nation- 


al Council of Teachers of Eng- 
lish in Boston during’ the 
Thanksgiving holidays. 

Miss Ewald went to the Vt. 
Inter-faculty Committee for 
Teacher Education in Vermont. 
Miss Ewald was the Representa- 
tive from Castleton at a meet- 
ing to plan for the Spring 
Workshop to be held at Johnson 
March 29 to April l. 


WINTER CARNIVAL SCHEDULE 


IN CASE OF SNOW 


Thursday--February 5 
5:00--Coronation 
6:00--Ski boot supper 
7:30--Ping-pong tournament 


Friday--February 6 
1:30--Skiing and skating 
6:00--Supper 
8:00--Basketball game with 

Farmington 


Saturday--February 7 
2:00--Intra-mural basket- 
ball 

4:00--Snow-sculpture judg- 

ing 
8:00--Formal dance 


Sunday--February 8 
7:30--Movie 


IN CASE OF NOW SNOW THERE WILL 


E THE FOLLOWING __ CHANGES 


Friday--February 6 
2:00--Mixed volleyball and/ 
or basketball 
6:00--Supper 
8:00--Basketball game 


CORRECTION 
Dick Richardson is also a mem- 
ber of the basketball squad. 


GIRLS ATHLETICS 


Volleyball intramurals are 
off to a good start with Team 
A taking the first game from 
Team B with a score of 19-15. 
Teams C and D ended their game 


with a tie score, l4-l4. On 
December 11, Team A was de=- 
feated by Team C and Team B 


won over Team D,. 

The basketball schedule is 
being set up and practice will 
start January 8. A sign will 
be posted the first week after 
vacation to give those who are 
interested a chance to sign up. 


BASKETBALL GAME 


On Monday, December 15, our 
basketball team journeyed to 
Montpelier to play the first 
game of the season with VeJeCe 
The score was 62-61 in favor 
of Castleton. Tom Alberico 
and Dick Richardson tied for 
high score with 15points each. 


Congratulations} 

WHAT IF; 

Anne were Evil instead of 
Morrill, 

George were a Banner instead 


of a Tanner. 
Janet were a Truck instead of 


a Carr. 
Barbara were Cornley instead 
of Wheatley. 


Wishing you 
a Mery Christmas 
and a ftahhy New Year 


